DECLARATION 


.OF HIS HIGHNESS : 
WILLIAM HENRY 
| v7, By theGraceof God wn” 
: Prince of Orange, &c. 
2007 Of che Reaſons inducing him to appear in Arms 
'F. von 


' Preſerving of the Proteſtant Religion, 
AND FOR 


Reſtoring the Laws and Liberties of the Ancient 
KINGDOM of | 


SCOTLAND. 


T is both certain anfl evident toall men, that the Publick Peace and Happineſs of 
any State or Kingdom cannot be preſerved, where the Laws, Liberties and Cuſtoms, 
Eſtabliſhed by the Lawtful Authority in it, areopenly Tranſgrefſed and Annulled: 
More eſpecially, where the alteration of Religion isendeavoured, and that a Reli- 
gion which is contrary to Law, is endeavoured to be Introduced :- Upon which 

thoſe who are moſt Immediately concerned in it, are Indiſpenfably bound to endeavour 
to Preſerve and Maintain the Eſtabliſhed Laws, Liberties and Cuſtoms;and above all the Re- 
ligion and Worſhip of God,thart is Eſtabliſhed amongſt them-And to take ſuch an effectual 
care,that the Inhabitants of the ſaid State or Kingdom, may neitherbe deprived of their Re- 
ligion, nor of their Civil Rights. Which is ſo much the more neceſſary, becauſe the Great- 
neſs and Security both of Kings, Royal Families, and of all ſuch as are in Authority,as well 
as the Happineſs of their Subjects and People depend;in a moſt eſpecial manner;upon the 
exact Obſervation and Maintenance of theſe their Laws, Liberties and Cuſtoms. 

Upon theſegrounds it is, that We cannot any longer forbear to Declare, that to Our 
great Regret, We ſee that thoſe Councellours, who have now the chief Credit with the 
King, have no other Deſign, but to overturn the Religion, Laws and- Liberties of thoſe 
Realms; and to ſubject them in all things relating to their Conſciences, Liberties and Pro- 
perties, to Arbitrary Government: and that nor only by ſecret and indire& ways, but in 
juch on open and undiſguiſed manner, that their Deſigns are now become viſible. to all 
that conſider them. , 

And indeed the lamentable Effet of an Arbitrary Power and of Evil Counſels are fo ma- 
nifeſt in the deplorable State of the Kingdom of $co77.:x4, that both Our Reaſon and Con» 
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ſcience db promptus toan Abliorrence of them.For when We con{ider the ſad-Condition of 
that Natjon,though alwaics aftetionate to the Royal Family,and governed for many Ages 
by Laws made by the Authority of their Kings, and of the Eſtates of Parliament, and by 
common Cyſtoms,is reduced to,by endeavours that have been uſed to change the conftity- 
tion of the Monarchy Regulate by Laws,mtoa Deſpotick or Arbitrary Power;which doth 
on. appear, not only by the aCtings of-Evil Councelfours in Power, but by the deli- 
berate and expreſs publick Declarations,bearing that the King is an Abſolute Monarch, to 
whom obedience ought to be given in al! things without reſerve, thereby to make way wo 
introduce what Religion they pleaſe, without ſo much as the neceſſity of the conſent of the 
Nation by their Eſtates in Pafliament. Whilſt We confider and ponder theſe things, as 
We cannot but be touched with a tender Sence of thoſe Miſeries, ſo the giving ſuch a Re- 
medy to them, 'as may be proper, and may anfwer the Expectation of all good Men, and 
true Proteſtants,is the grear thing whictr We propoſe to our ſelves in this undertaking : the 
uity- whereof will be juſtified to the World, if what hath been acted at the inſtigation 
of thoſe Evil Councellours be further impartially weighed. 
It is well known,that the Laws, Priviledges and Rights of the Kingdom have been over- 
turned to the great prejudice of King and People, whilſt thus, all foundationof Confidence 
and Truſt is removed. And it isno lets known what have been the arbitrary Procedures of 
an encroaching Privy Council; for although by the Laws EnaGed by the Authority of 
King and Parliament, it is expreſly prohibited, that the Popiſh Religion ſhould be profeſ- 
ſed, or Seminary Prieſts ſuffered within the Kingdom, or that the Children of any Noble- 
men or Gentlemen ſhould be ſent abroad to be Educated in Popiſh Colledges ; yet have 
theſe Evil Councellours ordered or ſuffered young Noblemen to be taken from their Re- 
lations, and to be ſent abroad to be Inſtructed in Jeſuits Colledges, and have likewiſe 
cauled Schools to be Erefed under the conduct of Popith Prieſts, and that in the Capital 


City of the Kingdom. 
In anopen contempt alſo of the knowhLaws of the Kingdom,Papiſts are put into places 


of Higheft Truſt both Civiland Military, and entruſted with all the Forts and Magazins. 
The Rights and Priviledges of the Royal Burrows, the third Eftate of Parliament, having 
as many Deputies in it as all the Shirc's in the Kingdom, are takea away, and they hindred 
in the free Ele&tion of their Magiſtrates and Town-Councels, to ihe manifeſt violation of 
their Charters, Eſtabliſhed by Law and Immemorial Poiieffion. And all this is done by 
meer Arbitrary Power, without any Citation, Trial or'Sentance. ' 

And whereas no Nation whatfoever can ſubſilt without the Adminiſtration of good (ad 
mipartial Juftice, upon which MensLives and Liberties, their Honours and Eſtates dep@nd, 
yet thoſe Evil Councelfours have fubjected theſe to an Arbitrary and Deſpotick Power : tha- 
virg turned out Judges;who by Law ovght to concinue during their Lifeor their good Be- 
haviour, becauſe they would not conform themſelves to ther Intentions, and put others in 
their places, who they believe would be more compliant, and that without any regard to 
their Abilities : by which it evidently appears that thoſe Lvil Councellours deſign to ren- 
der themfelves the abſolure Maſters of the Lives, Honours and Eſtates of the Subjedts, 
without being reſtrained by any Rule or Law. 

By the inflaence of the fame Evil Counc:ilours, hath a moſt exorbitant power been 
exerciſed in itpoſirnng Bonds #nd Oaths upon whole Shires without any Law or Act of 
Parliameiit: in permitting Free Quarters to the Souldiers, although they had a ſuffi- 
cient Eſtabliſhment for theif Pay, whereby theKingdom was doubly burthened withoutany 
Redreſs; in impriſoning Gentlemen without any,ſo much asalledged, Reafon,forcing many 
to accuſeand witneſs againſt themſelves, impoſing arbitrary fines, frighting and haraſling 
many parts of the Countrey with intercommoning and Juſtice- Aires, making ſome in- 
curr the forfeiture of life and fortune for the moſt general and harmleſs converſe, even 


with their neareſt Relations outlawed : And thus bringing a confternationupon a great | 


part of the Kingdom, which when Outlawries and Intercommonings went out againſt 
multitudes upon the ſlendereft pretexts, was involved ſo Univerfally m that danger, that 
thoſe Conncellors' themſelves were fo obnoxious as to find it neceſſary to have Pardons and 


Idzmaitics, whilſt the poor people were left to mercy ; impowering Officers and Soul- 
diers 
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diers to act upan rhe Subjeds living in quiet and full peace, the greateſt Barbarities, in 
deſtroying them by Hanging, Shooting, and Drowning them without any form of Law, 
or reſpect to Age or Sex, not giving ſome af them time to pray to God for mercy ; And 
this for no other reaſon, but becauſe they would not anſwer or fatisfy them in fuch que- 
ſtions as they propoſed to thenh without any warrant of Law, andagainft the common in- 
tereſt of Mankind,which frees all men from being obliged to diſcover their ſecret thoughts. 
Beſides a great many other Violences and Oppreſſions, to-which that poor Nation hath 
been expoſed; without any hope of having an end put tothem, or to haverelief from them. -- 

And that the Arbitrary and Illegal proceedings of thoſe Evil Councellors mighs be 
ro_ and ſupported, ſuch a Declaration hath been procured: by them, as firikes at the 

oot of the Government, and overturns the moſt Sacred Rights of it; 'in making all 
Parliaments unneceſfary, and taking away all defences of Religion, ' Liberty and 
perty, by an aſſumed and aſſerted Abſolute Power, to which Obedience isrequired with 
out. Reſerve : which every good Chriſtian is perſwaded to be duero God Almightyalvite, 
all whoſe Cadmmiandments are always Juſt and Good... ARS 

Theſe Evil Councellours have uſed their utmoſt endeavours to- abokſh- Penal Laws, ex- 
cludingall who are Proteſtants from publick Truſt, which give too greata check to their 
Deſigns. For the accompliſhing of this, a Liberty hath been granted to Diſſenters, but 
ſuch an one, as that the continuance thereof is plainly inſinuated to depend upon their 
hearty concurrence for Aboliſhing the-above-mentioned Penal Laws, the only legal de- 
fence of their Religion; although the Diſſenters have juſt cauſe of diſtruſt, when they 
call to mind how ſome hundreds of their Miniſters were driven out of their Churches 
without either Accufation or Citation : the filling of many whole places with Ignorant 
and Scandalous perſons, hath been one great occaſion of all thoſe Miſeries which that 
Country for a long time hath groaned under. And Ditſcaters have bur ſmall ground to 
reſt on any preſent eaſe founded upon a Proclamation which may be recalled every 
hour, and which in the firſt and ſecond Editions of it gave no relief to rhem, eſpecially 
conſidering that nat many months before, the greateit of the forementioned Severities 
and Barbarities had been exerciſed upon them. 

But to crown all, there are great and violent Prefumptions inducing us to believe that 
thoſe Evil Councellors, in order tothecarrying on of their ill Deſigns, and tothe gaining 
to themſelves the more time for the effeAing of them, for the encouraging of their Com- 
pr and for the diſcouraging of all good SubjeAts, have publiſhed that the Queen hath 

rought forth a Son, tho' there have appeared both during the Queens pretended Bigneſs, 
and in the manner in which the Birth was managed, ſo many jult ang viſible grounds of 
ſuſpition, that not only We our ſelves, but all the ggod SubjeRts of thoſe Kingdoms do 
vehemently ſuſpect that the pretended Prince was never born by the Queen. - And is is 


_ notoriouſly known to all the World, that many both doubted of the ns Bigneſs, 


and of the Birth of the Child, and yet there was not any one thing donerto ſatisfy rhem, 
or to put an end to their Doubts. 
ſince our Deareſt and moſt entirely beloved Conſort, the Princeſs, and likewiſe 
We our ſelves have ſogreat an intereſt in this Matter, and ſuch a Right asall the World 
knows to the Succeſſion of theſe Kingdoms, which thoſe Men have attempted to violate, 
for pry of all redreſs of miſertes, by the lawful Succeſlors of the Crown, Educated 
by the good Providence of God, in the true Profeſſion of the Proteſtant Religion, We 
cannot excuſe our ſelves from eſpouſing the true intereſt of theſe Nations in matters of 
ſuch high Conſequence, and from contributing all that lies in us, for the defence of the 
Laws and Liberties thereof, the maintaining ot the Proteſtant Religion in them, and the 
ſecuring the People in the enjoyment of their juſt Rights. 

But that Our Intentions may be ſo manifeſt that no perſon may doubt or pretend wo 
doubt thereof, to excuſe themſelves from concurring with us in this juſt Deſign, for the 
Univerſal good of the Nation. We do Declare that the freeing that Kingdom from all 
hazard of Popery and Arbitrary Power for the future, and the delivering it from what at 

- the preſent doth expoſe it to both, the ſerling of it by Parliament, upon ſuch a ſolid Baſis 
asto its Religious and Civil concerns, as may moſt effeQtually redreſs all the abovementi- 


oned Grievances, are the true Reaſons of our preſent undertaking as to that Nation. 
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And therefore We perſwade Our ſelves that Our Endeavours to give the beſt Aſſiſtance 
We can for the Relief of fo diſtreſſeda Kingdom, ſhall not only not be miſconſtrued, but 
ſhall alfo be accompanied with a chearfull and univerfal Concurrence of the whole Na- 
tion, that even thoſe who have been Inſtruments for the enſlaving of it, will now ſhew 
their diſlike of what they have done, by their timeous and ſeaſonable diligence for its 
Reſcue: And that ifany ſhall not give us that Aſſiſtance which their Conſcience to God, 
and their Reſpect to their Country oblige them to, they ſhall be juſtly charged with all 
the Evils that may be the effeQs of ſuch a want of their duty. 

And as We Our ſelves deſire to truſt to the Almighty God alone for the Succeſs of Our 
Arms; ſo weexpe& all good Men, that they will apply themſelves moſt earneſtly to 
him for-his Bleſſing upon Our Endeavours, that ſo they may tend to the Glory of his 
Great, Name, to the Eſtabliſhment of the Reformed Churches, and to the Peace and 
Happineſs of that Kingdom. | . 

Given under Our hand and Seal, at Our Court in the ZZague, the tenth of Oftober, 
in the Year of our Lord, 16858. | 


WILLIAM HENRY, Pxincz or ORaNnGs, 
By his Highneſſes ſpecial Command. 


_ C. HurGens., 
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